
 

Karla Fernandez    
  UCLA Blum Center on Poverty and Health in Latin America 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Earthquake in Haiti:  Evaluating the non-governmental 
response for the improvement of health conditions 

On January 2010, a 7.0 earthquake shook the country, 

causing 220,000 fatalities, 300,000 injuries and leaving 

1.5 million citizens without a home (Goyet at al. 13)  Also 

1,300 educational establishments and more than 50 

hospitals that were left “unusable”. (Goyet et al. 13) 

           Results  
• Establishment of 17 hospitals 

• Distribution of 900,000 vaccine doses 

• Free access to primary health care 

• Development of community programs 

• Creation of child and family social activities 

• Provision of information on disaster risk awareness  

- Revision of secondary literature 

- Summary of the literature on the            

reaction to the earthquake 

- Peer review of several drafts 

 
 

 
•  Cluster approach to identify and coordinate main priorities 

for plans of action 

• Sub-clusters to collaborate on mobile clinics, health 

information, disease monitoring, reproductive health, 

disability and rehabilitation, hospitals, and psychological 

support 

• Recruitment of 17 psychologists, 50 social workers and 

assistants to receive training in psychopharmacology  

• Support groups and special burial ceremonies 

• Aid provided by PAHO/WHO proved to be 

successful in the coordination of all 

organizations 

• Distribution of free health care to 6,868 

persons per month 

• Successful psychological aid to relieve 

tragedy 
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latter article.  Pages 15, 50, and 119)      
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